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/'COMPLETE SPECIFICATION 
A combined Seat and Receptacle forming an aid to Gardening 



We, Frank Radcliffe^ a British Subiectj 
of The Oedatr HousCj LoddiitngiDon, neair Kotter- 
inig, No(nchairtpttoni9hi!rej and Peter Harley 
Radcliffr, a British Subject, of 14, The 

5 Grescomt, Nocithampton, do hereby diedaire 

/ j}he dn'venition, for whdch we pray that a paicem 

f may -be gsraoted to us aiiici ihe method!^ by 
which k is to be parf oimed, to be paiiticai- 
iarly desoribai in aiid by the folilOwing staite- 

10 momt: — 

Maaiy of the kss screnjuous gairdieiiiiiig poir- 
siBts aire at prescaut either denied to, or are 
difl5oiilt of perfoinnaince by, persons suffer- 
ing \rath rheumatism and! siniHair paaofiiL' affiio 

15 dons aiffcotinig muscles audi joints, aaad caijsiii® 
sciffoess 33ad swcililings, of (the legs aaid* adjoin^ 
ing tower body parts. 

'nius, for inscanoe, such persons find- it 
mosc difficuilt, if not practicaaiy impossible, 

20 without padiij or subsequent suffcruing ill 
effects, to carry out the operadons of, say 
bushes and small trees, the picking of gwund 
width of the seat and the mouth of the jjpen- 
frudts, and so on, which operatioais in the 

25 orddnairy way necessitate kneeding, squatting 
on !the hauncdies, stooping and similar attitudies 
oa the pant of (the gardener, at least sorae of 
whiich amtudics brujg the fcnees and other 
pants ufito diiirect conitact with iche ground. 

30 The object of t?his dnvendcn is ffo provide 
a simpSe, efficient and eoononaicaJily produced 
aid to gaadiening dcsig-ncdi more espedaMy, 
although by tjo means cMOiLusivcdy, for die 
use of the paitacdar cdass of persons afore- 

35 said. Accordingly, the prdmary aim is to 
enaibflc such a pcnson, by tihe ado^jdon- of this 
aid, to indiuJge dm centain of the 3ess strenu- 
ous gardening activities in a diqgrce of com-- 
font and wiuh practicaUy no risk of subse- 

4<) queot il effects. 

The gardemng aid conscitudng the inven- 
tion consists of a dow stool-4ike seait of hodilDw 
fonm upon and' astride which a gardener can 
sit, with am opening into the hoUilow interior 

45 of the scar Iioi^ted between his or her knees, 


t)he said seat 'having a rear flat pocttion and an 
adjoining upwaidiy-cuirvcd or arcuate front 
poction whereby the seat is adapted nonnailily 
to rest upon its rear pootion flat upon, the 
ground with the seait portion; so disposed as 
to enaMe the gandener to sit in an upright 
position, bu<t is capaibfe of rocking forwaoxKly 
.upon ijhc curved' or arcuate front portion to 
itidima die seat portion forwairdly as the 
gardener leans forwards in the pOTormanoc 
of t^he opetsition concerned. 

Thus, as will be appreciaCed, a 'gardener 
using the seat sits upon and as^ide the scat 
pOT^tiion with his or her feet pdanted fiimly on 
t?he ground in front, or mainly in front, of 
the seati. As a consequence of the gardener 
sitting upright from- time to tame a flat por- 
tion of rfie scat botjtxwn ds brought fully into 
contact with the ground! so ihat the gardener 
can tatoe his or her ease in- a fimaly supported! 
and rdaxod! conddition'. When, however, the 
gardener leans forwardly to resume the 
gardening operaaon in hand, the seat wM auto- 
matically ipodk forwacdly to dispose the seat 
pordon at suich- an*- angle as to maintain, the 
gardener's stabdlity and comfort. Wheni in 
use, fhe seat is, of'course, shifred. from) time 
to time as the work being tmdertakcn; pro- 
gresses. ^ 

The opening into the hollow interior of the 
low scat D3ay advantar^sously adjoin the lead- 
ing edge of the sear port:pn andi extend well 
in front of the latter. 'Hie said opening may, 
moreover, extesid the fiuJit wddfth of the~scat 
or siuibstantiallly so, and- the- mouth • of the 
opening is preferably contained in a plane 
downwardly indiricd samewhat with respect 
to the seat portion. 

In any event, the interior of the hollow 
scat constitutes a usefiui receptacle for a 
variety of passible purposes. For example, 
when weeding or pruning, the ooaflector weeds 
or other nefSsc can be readily thrown into 
the teoeptade through the opening so favour- 
ably disposed' between the gardener's thighs. 
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Wihcn a ipJantiing qptarataon is .to be camritd 
out, the reccptade can comain plairos or 
bulhs so tliat (Dhcse aire ready to tawt as 
plautimg pio^tssse^' Or che rcoeptaole can 
5 be lused to aocomnwdatc any neccssairy smaiH 
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In oixkr chat the iovcntdon may be xnore 
deady understood and loadiiy earned mo 
practicail effect two spedfic coostnwtaons 
thereof wiffl new be described, by way of 
example, witiv'ffeference to The accompanying 
<jirawinES, wherein: — ^ , c-,^ 

Figure 1 is a genera* pcrspeouyc view feom 
the front of a hoUow gardening seat con- 
stmucted front sheet metal, ' i. « 

Figfure 2 is a side devatdon of tihe^ ihoilitow 
seat shown in Fi^e 1 andl ditpdcting ks rocik- 
inio- nKydoni in iise, 

"Figure 3 is a general parspective view of a 
hcLilow seat of the same general fonn as tiiait 
shown in Figures 1 and 2 .but whadi as of 
kjifforenjt consDRiaion, bang moulded! m a 
'/pJasiic, and 

Figure 4 is a croesHScotion taken on the ilane 

IV to IV of Figure 3. , . - _f 

Like pants aie designated by similar reter- 
ence dharactare thirot^h»u.t ^ dra-wdngs. 

Refccdng first to Figures 1 and 2, the 
4ioulotw gaidencng scait iias two spaced ver^ 
plane side wai!ils 1, a pHane back 2, whidh 
may ejtiher be iacCdncd icarwafrdly .txjwaids its 
boDtorn edge as shown or extend venticalv, 
an iotegfraa pdiane «)p 3 which eictends sligbtay 
dowimwaidB and (rearwairds £rom the horizoratad 
and connects portioos df che upper c^es of 
Che side vradis 1 and Jihe back 2, and a bcmom 
indxated gieneirailAy aJt 4 havang a rear to 
pomnon 4a, and an adjdning upwairdiy-oairved 
Off aircuaie fronit portion: 4b. . J q 

A seat pofftion 5 is .providtod' on the toiT 3 
TOCh die fcront edge of the seat ponacm 5 
coinddent wiaih che firont edge of the latter. 
Thfis portion 5 is in «iic form of a pod- c^ 
any suitable resalienJt matmai, for e^mjJife 
of rubber, foamed ktex or the hke. to any 
evcntt, th4 pad is secured! to the top S by 
any suitafelc means, for example by a sintabJe 
cement, and may ht covered in lieather, a 
texttiie fabric or a suitajbic plastic dheetang. 

The opening into tihe hoiitow interior <A the 
seat at tihe fiont (tihcreaf between the top 3 
and the front edge of the botttras portiwi 4& 
is leotangiuilar, extends the fuiH "wit^ot me 
Mow seat and is contained in a forwardty- 
indined pJane c3Dtcn<fing at an angic of IM) 
or thereabouts wdah re^jea to die top 3. 

The iioakyw seat of this example » made 
from sheet metail, and- preferably ftom asmgk 
suitably-shaped! tnetaa bdianic cut, fddedi and 
secured together at appropriate edges by 
rivetting or wciding. Akemaiivdy,^ ^e 
artide^y be made of two or more anmal!ly 
separate pieces of sheet metal. 
TRie peripthcry of itiie moudi of the said 
65 opening^ tihe hoiiow scat is m this case, 
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sttengtihcned by roJIing over die mctai into 
the form of a rib 6 which may be rdnfoiced 
by the incorporation therein of a kngcb of 

wire. , ^ -,A 

Tihe hodkw gardening seat as sttcogtsioaoa, 70 
tto guard against coUapsc of the stinicturc 
wihen loaded by tihe weight of a seated per- 
son, by a leanffoidng member 7 docatcd wiittun 
^he'scat. This idmfordng mentber 7 is oon- 
stituted by a single mctai strip or bar of in*- 75 
vented U-foim located witih its senH-dtoite 
upper pantson in oomtact with the inside of 
itetcp 3 bcflow the scat poitioii 5 and its 
depending Umbs attadhcd: to the interior of 
die side waJilB 1 by means of rivets 8. ^ 80 

Tihe roddng motion of the holltaw seat in 
use is depdoDed in Figure 2. Normally the 
scat is diqxysed wi^tih the rear plate portion 
4fl of th^ bottom 4 resting in contact with 
(tihe ground. When a person sitJing upon; 85 
rhc seat deans forwairdly tihe seat rocks for- 
wardly, to a position: such as diat shown in 
chain 'lines in Figure 2, onto the curvedt or 
atcuate front portion 4b. Wdith <4ie seat in 
its f ulCy rocfe^ forward posittton> indincd to VO 
a greaier extenr than is depicted in Figure 
2, the top 3 (and hence tihe scat porrioai 5) 
extends downwards and farwaids aJiihough 
the iitdination« is oniy a matter of a few 
degrees from die horizontal. ^ 95 

The ihdilow seat shown in Figures 3 and 
4 is of the same generaS form, and is used in 
precdsdy the same way, as that sihowo in 
Figures 1 and 2, but instead of being con- 
strnctcdl of sheet metal is moulded from a 100 
suitable plastic materiad, fibreislass or tlie t&e. 
This mouCded seat lias pilane sidles 1, ai pdane 
back 2 and bootom pordons Aa anid Ah of 
identical shape and disposition- as tliose in' 
the seat sihown in Figures 1 and 2, In this 10$ 
construction, iiowever^ to faddrtate moulding 
there is no top corresponding to the top 3 in 
(chc constiuotion desQcibed above so that the 
scat is indtialSy compdeteilly open at the top, 
and ^he seat is strengtheaied by a rcdnforcdng HO 
member 7 of a different form to that prfvi- 
ously described. The member 7, as seen 
most dearly in Figure 4, is there in the form 
of a strip or piate bent craasversdy at spaced 
jjitervate to provide a bottom 7a serving to 115 
space two vertical limbs 7b, ^Tihis member 
7 is embedded in tihe seat"lS?ath its botiirm 
7a in the bottom 4 and its sides 7b within 
the opposite side waiiis 1, which arc of greater 
thickness at tihe required docatioa to accom- 120 
modate this member 7. 'Ric vertical' Umbs 
7b of the memibcr 7 are bent iowatdty toiwards 
one anodrar adijaccm their upper ends an align- 
mem with the upper- cdijcs of the side walds 1, 
to provide flanges 7c. , ^ 125 

A scat portion 5, having a base 9 of rigki 
material, bridges the side walls I and is 
secured to the memb» 7 by means of boits or 
rivets passing through the flanges 7c, so as 
to pantiaily dose the top of the hoMow seat. 130 
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Tiiis seat ipontioii' 5 (as with the conrespoadt- 
dng scat portion 5 sbcxwn in Figures 1 and 
2) has a pad' of any suiitaWe cesiJiieAi material, 
in tihis case secumL^on the base 9 by any 
appropmtc meaais, e^T by an adhesive, which 
is covered' in 'leather, a textile fabric, oc a 
Sfhect pJastic. 

The front of this seat portion 5 again dtefioes 
the rear edge <rf die rectangular opening into 
rhe hoUow interior of the seat. Moreover, 
since the seat portion 5 does not extend to 
tihe tear of thja hoUow gardcninp seat, there 
is, in chis case, a further opening into the 
interior of the hollow scat between the seat 
portion 5 and the back 2. / 

It wiM be appredaMd! ihat the hoJlow 
gardening seat could! be made of other 
material, for example, of wood. , 

In any event «he seat may be of any desored 
size buit may, for example be about 22" or a 
Uttlc more in ienisih, 10" wide and* approm- 
mately 12" in he^t. 
}, !WKAT WSE CLAIM IS : — 
* 1, A gardening aid in chc form of a low 
stooinlike scat of hoUow form uponi and 
asitride which a gardmsr can sit, with' an 
opening into (he hoMow interior of the scat 
iocaited between his or her knees, the sakD seat 
having a rear flat pordon and; an adjoining 
upwa)rdlly<ajrved' or aicuaJtc front portion 
whcmeby the seat is adapted normaldy to rest 
upon its rear ponion flat upon the ground 
with the seat portion so disposed as to enable 
die gardener to sit in aof upragiht position^ but 
is capable of loddng forwardly ujwn ihe 
curved' or arxausice front portion to iodine the 
scat portiom forwardly as the gardener lean§ 
forwards in the performance of the operation 
conccmedL . A 

2. A gardiening aidi according to Uami J| 
wborcin the openMig into the hoJlow interior 
of the scat adjoins the leading edge ci ^e 
seat portion and extends well in front of me 

3. A igaidbning aid acoordiing to Qaim 2, 
wherein ahe sand opening cxiKnds the M 
width of the seat and the mouth of the open- 
ing is contaaned in ai (plane downwardly-in^ 
dined widi' rcspeoc to the seat portioni, 

4. A gardening aid aoooirding to any of 
Claims 1 to 3, which comprises two s^xaced 
vcTticail pdanc sides serving to support a seat 
portion, a pSiane back, anid a boncom proving 
the said flat and upwardly curved or arcuate 
pontaott. ^ • A 

5. A gan^^aiing aid acoordm® to Giaim 4, 
wharedn the seat pontion imckndes a rigid base 
and brixJges the si<ie walls of the shallow scat 
so as to parriaiUy dose the initiaUy open top 

60 of the seat. 
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6. A gardening add according to Qaim 4, 
which includes an. integral plane top which 
extends sligbtly downwards and! reairwards 
from the horizontal and connects portions of 
the upper edgies of the sidic waiUs of the scat 
and; the upper edge of ihc back of the laidoer, 
the said seat pondon being artrtached to die 
upper side of this top with its front edge coin^ 
cixient with the koos. edge of the latter. 

7. A gardening aid according to Qaimi 5 
or 6, whereini the seat portion indbdics a pad 
of a resilient mateiiaili covered ini leather, a 
textile fabric, a suitable plastic or che like. 

A gaixiendng aid aocordihg to any of 
Claims 1 to 7, in which, in its fuHy rocked 
forwaiKi position, the seat portion extendi 
downwarxfe and forwardis for a few degrees 
from the horizontal. 

9. A gardening aid according to Oaim 4, 
wherein the plane back is alightily inclined 
rearwardily towaixfe its lower edge. 

10. A gardiening aid according to any of 
the prccedinff dfeoms, which is made from 
a singsle suitably-shaped metal blank cut 
folded and secured together at appropriate 
edfees by rivettiDg or welding. 

11. A gardening aid according to any of 
Qaims 1' to 9 which is moulded in one piece 
from a suitable plastic material, fibre glass or 

like. . 

12. A gatdenan® aid according to aaims 
6 and 10, whid* is stro^thencd by a rcinr 
forcing member in the form of a metal strip 
or bar of inverted U-form itocatcd within the 
hoiUlow seat with its semi-circular upper por- 
tion in contact with the underside of the 
base of the scat portion and with its depend- 
ing limbs connected, e.g. by rivets, to the 
side waKis of the hollow seat. 

13. A gaTdening aid according to Claims 5 
and 11, which is strengthened by a reinforc- 
ing member in the form: of a broad strip or 
plate bent at right angles at spaced intervals 
to provide a bottom {JOTtion coimecting two 
spaced integral; upright portions, this mem- 
ber being embedded within the hollow seat 
with its botttom in the bottom of the iatter 
and its upright portions in the opposite side 
wais of die seat. 

14. A garxkodng aid substantially as herein 
described with reference to Figures 1 and 2 
of the accompanying drawings.-^ — 

15. A gardening aid substantially as herein 
described vfith reference to Figures 3 and 4 
of fhe accompanying drawings. 
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Chartered Patent Agents, 
Berridgc Street Chambers, Leicester, 
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PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION 
A combined Seat and Receptacle forming an aid to Gardening 

We, Frank Radcliffe, a Britus-h Subjcot, 
erf The Oediar House, I^dingwa, oicar Kcttcr- 
iive, Nannhamptoaishiire, and Peter Harley 
«fi ^ - D-i^-u c«vw;^t ^ 14. Tlie 
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Radcliffe, a' Ba-rrish Subjcot, of 14, Tlie 
Orcscenit, NandiainptKm, do iuaneby dcdare 
this iiweinition to be dcscribod in the folitowing 
statcmaut: — . 

Many of the icss strenuous gardcmng pur- 
suits arc at pffesent edgier denied to, ^ are 
cBflQcuh of perfonmaTX^ by, persons suffering 
with thoumadsm and similar painful affiictiom 
affecting muscics and joints, and causing stiff- 
ness andi swcililangs, of the legs and' adioining 
iower body parts. - . 

, Thais, tor instance, such ipecsons find it 
most dflffJcuk, if cot paraoticaMy knpossible, 
without pain or subsequent srufferins or ill 
effects, to carry out the operations of, say, 
weeding, planting, the pnuning of certain 
bushes ajfd small trees, the piddng of ground 
fruits, 90 oil, which operations ka lie 
Ofdinary way necessitaite kneehug, squatting on 
the haimcihes, stooping and similaT atti^ides 
on tiie part of the gardener, at least some of 
which attitudes bring the knees and odicr 
parts dmo direct contact with the ground. _ 

The objea of this invention is to provide 
a simpie, effidenit and economically produced 
aid to gardtening) designed more espeaally, 
although not exclusively, for the use of the 
paftiouiar dass of persons aforesaid. Accords 
ingly, die primary aam^ is to enable such^ a 
person> by the adoption of tliis aid, to in- 
dulge in certain of the less strenuous garden- 
ing activities in a degree of comfort and with 
practically no risk of stmbsequem ill eff«(ts. 

The gardening aid constituting the inven- 
tion consists of a low stood-lifce scat of hollow 
form vspm and astride which a gardener <^ 
sit, with aa opening into the hollow interior 


the garden^'s stability and' comfort. When 
in use, the seat is, of course, shifted from 
time to time as the work being undertaken 
progresses. . 

The opening into the hollow interior of the 
low seat may advamageousiy adjoin' the tead^ 
ing edge of die seat portion and extend wcU 
in front of iJhe latter. The said opening may, 
moreover, extend the M widili of the s^t 
or substantially so, and the mouth of the 
opening is prcferaihly contained in a plane 
dowTnwaidly inclined somewhat with respect 
to the scat portion 

In any event, the interior of the hoUow 
seat conisMuites a usciful receptacle for a 
variety of possible purposes. For cxan^, 
when weeding or pruning, the collected weeds 
oi other refuse can be readily thrown into toe 
receptacle through the opening so favourably 
disposed beaween the gaideoer's thighs, ^en 
a planting operation is to be carried out, the 
i^ceptade can contain piants or bnAbs so that 
fcese arc ready to hand as planting pro- 
gresses. Or the reoeptade can be used to 
atoommodate any necessary small gardening 
iinplemenas. , 

In a convenient embodiment -of the inyen^ 
don, the hollow seat has vertical plane sides, 
a piane back which is cither vorti*::aa or 
sligjitiy indined rearwaidiy, a plane top 
whidi extends sEightily downwards and rear- 
wards from tJie horizontal and constilMtes a 
seat portion and a bottom 'having a rear flat 
portion adapted' normally to rest in contect 
with the grotund and an adjoining upwardly 
curved or arcuate front portion upon which 
the seat can rock forwardly from its normal 
status and back again, as occasion demands. 
Witli Che scat in its My rocked forward 
position the seat portion extenils downwards 
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of the seat located between^ his or^^^«r knees, • fcwdSees fromlhe horizontal. 
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the said seat being adapted normi^y to rest 
flat upon the grooind with the seat portion so 
di^)osedl as to cna We die gardener to at m 
an upright position^, but being capable of 
rocking to incline die seat portion farwddy 
as the gardener leans forwards in the perf ormr 
ance of the operation: concerned. 

Thus, as win be appreciated, a gardener 
using the seat sits upon and astride the seat 
portion wiitih his or her feet planted fiimly 
on die ground' in front, or mainly in front, of 
the seat. As a consequence of the gardener 
sitting upright firomi time to time a flat por- 
tion of tJie seat bowom is hrougjit fully into 
contact widi the ground so tliat the gardener 
can take his or her ease in a firmly supported 
and idaxed condition. 'When, however, ^ 
gardener leans foiwairdly to resume the 
hardening <^)cration in hand, the seat wiia 
Ltomaticaaay rock forwardly to dispose the 
scat portion at such- an angle as to maintain 


a matter of a few degrees fromlhc horizontal. 
In this particuliar embodiment, the opening 
into the hollow interior of the seat is rectangu- 
lar, extends the fuil width of the actide and 
is contained in a farwaixHy indined plane 
extending at an angle of ISO"* or thereabouts 
with respect to the seat portion, 

Althoci^ the hoHtow gardening seat may 
be fabricated or moulded in any appropriate 
material such as wood or a plastic, it is prirn^ 
arily the intention to make it wholly of jcheet 
metal. In this last regard the seat may, for 
example, be fashioned from a suitably shaped 
singile^iece sheet metal blank cut, folded 
and seemed together by rivetting or wdding. 
Adtemativeiy, Ac aitide may be made up of 
two or more initially se^iarate pieces of sheet 

met^, ' e ^ 

In a sheet metal ©eat,, the periphery of the 
mouth of. the opeiiing thereinto may be 
strengthened by rolling over the metal into 
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^ form of a rib and, if desii^, this rib may 
reinforced by the inconpoi^n therein <^ 
a icngt^h of wire. 

So far as a sheer metad seat is concerned 
moreover, the scat .portion and the adjoining 
side waLb may advantageoiisly be strcnfitiS^ 
encd, to guard against coMapse of the stiuumc 
when doaded by the weight of a seated per- 
son, by the insetTtion into/ the iioUow infterior 
ot one or more appropnatedy shaped and 
to ted strctigjemi^ members. A angle 
metal stnp or bar of inverted Unfontn ixSSd 
With Ks depending tabs in oonta« wdrfi i£e 
inner surfac^ of these side walk and' with 

the tindmidte of the seat portion is foimd to 
*)c siuffiaient and eminemHy sadsfactorv for 
this purpose. . Such a strLgtiiei^^ 
ber may convemeotily be rivetted into|osidon. 


^ iS"®^ t^ere is no limitation in this respea 
The seat poition may be padded or vlv^ 
iuxisteredi to make it more comfortable For 
example, a rectangular and rcsilicot p^ of 
foamed fetex, nubber or the like, covered in 
teathcr, a textile fabric or a suitable pJastic 
f heetmg may be scoured upon the seat portion 
immediately at the rear of the opcnine in 
the •hoUdovv seat. 

10 wide and^ ir or 12" in overaU h^t 
^ found to be suffidem for the amendedci^- 
pose, aJthough these dimensions may,^ 
course, be varied according to rcq.uirom^ts, 

E. N. LEWS & TAYLOR, 
Chartered Patent Agents, 
Bemdge Street Ghambcns, Leicester 
Agents for the Applicants. ' 
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